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The other matter is the movement concerning untouchables.
I have referred to it in my notes. We can undoubtedly claim that
in Gujarat untouchables can freely attend public meetings. But
can we be satisfied with that ? We cannot even think of securing
a kind of swaraj from which they will be excluded. To think of
it would mean that we wanted to shake off our own slavery to
others while remaining slave-owners ourselves. Will God ever
tolerate that? Is this ever possible, either? Are the slaves them-
selves likely to permit it? Again, can we be sure that our owners
too will not take care to win over our slaves to their side and have
an alliance with them against us? We, Gujaratis, therefore, should
carefully consider whether we have really prepared ourselves for
swaraj, whether we have scored full marks.
I know we have done very good work for the Tilak Swaraj
Fund.   Our meetings are well organized.   We have also achieved
considerable success in propaganda against drink.    We see that
khadi is becoming quite popular in Gujarat.    Ordinarily all this
would be considered satisfactory as signs of a sleeping Gujarat wak-
ing up. A person who has put forth great strength in swimming but
has not strength enough for the final dash to the shore will be
drowned and it will certainly be said that he put forth too little
strength.   We have to look at the matter in this light.   Have we
put forth enough strength to win swaraj ?    I do not say we have,
nor do I say we have not, for we have still two and a half months
left and we can do a great deal in that time.    It does not matter
that our first dead-line, which was September, has passed, for that
only reflected my optimism.  We should remember, however,  that
the same programme was accepted by the Congress in December
with full knowledge of its implications.   We did so well between
September and December [in 1920] that the delegates felt confident
and  adopted  the one-year time-limit.    In effect,  therefore, the
nation's pledge commenced from December and, considering what
Gujarat has done so far, we need not be surprised if it is able to
achieve its goal in the two and a half months which still remain. It
will be a sad thing if it does not.
I am told that people in Gujarat are ready for imprisonment,
that there are some for whom even hanging holds no terror and
that, in any case Gujarat will preserve peace till the very end.
This remains to be seen, however. Truly speaking, we have had
no occasion to go to jail in the last twelve years. But that is no
matter for regret, for we do not wish to seek imprisonment by
violating moral values. For the present, it is enough that we are
prepared.